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The delegates have long departed, the bills have been paid, the borrowed music returned and the material left over has been sorted.  Yes there are a few jobs still to do, but RSCM’s International Festival of Sacred Music in Brisbane last January is well and truly over.

And the feedback (generally pretty good) has come in.
A few comments from Lindsay Gray: “It was an immensely enjoyable experience from the start to the end…Particular highlights include the great concert on the first evening by the combined chamber choirs (memorable, even though I was still jet-lagged!), the presence of the youth group, the excellence of the Vocal Academy (a tremendous idea) and the full sessions in the concerts where everyone joined together.”
One of the Youth Course delegates said: “THANKYOU!!!  I had one of the best times in my life.  The only difference with this one was that instead of meeting people who don't even know what a score or a treble clef is, I met people that actually liked classical music (and that are my age).  The variety of music was STUNNING.  I sang things that only days before, I thought were impossible.  The Vivaldi for instance.  I have always loved Vivaldi's music and the way he does the unexpected.  It was one of the most exhilarating experiences of my life.  I could go on forever but my computer would probably keel over and die.  So in conclusion I would like to say one last thing – !!!RSCM ROX MY WORLD!!!”
From a Vocal Ensemble Academy member: “I had the best week.  I was challenged, fulfilled and I also learnt an enormous amount, including becoming fully fluent in American musical terminology!  I am so grateful to have been given the chance to sing with such talented musicians.”
Concerning the electives: “The choices of electives were excellent, as were the presenters.  Two that stand out in my mind were Understanding Renaissance and Baroque Performance Styles with Emily Cox, and Singing the Psalms in Worship with Michael Deaesy, who is about to become NSW Branch Chairman, and will also be Director of the 2011 Summer School in Bathurst.”
So was it a success?
Actually I am not sure!  This might sound surprising since I was Festival Director, and have read all the formal and informal evaluations 

My reticence in declaring it a success does not stem from any concerns about what happened at the Festival, but from thinking about appropriate definitions of success.  We all hope to feel inspired, challenged, and filled with warmth and good feelings and good intentions after such an experience.  It is great that so many people had positive feedback.  However, these are just the first steps in defining the success of a Summer School.  The real definition of success has to do with action.  In what ways did it change the delegates?  If you were there:

Are you doing more organ practice?

Are you taking regular organ lessons (if you weren’t before)?

Have you introduced some new music to your choir?

Do you sing better as a result of your participation in the Youth Course or the Church Music Workshop?

Have you decided to take singing lessons?

Do you play hymns better than before?

Have you decided to join or form a choir in your church?

These and many other possible questions point to areas of action and development.  Of course we can’t make huge changes overnight or in many areas at once, but there should be one or perhaps several things where we could honestly say, “an observer can see something different about what I do” as a result of attendance at the Festival.

In reality we may never know whether the Festival was successful, because we may never be able to check the actions that each of us has taken.  From my personal point of view I decided to check my responses to the above questions and I am pleased to say that I am able to positively respond to several of them.

Where to now?
One of the questions that could have been placed above is “have you made plans to attend the next Summer School?”  It is in Adelaide in January of 2010, and the one after that is in Bathurst in 2011.  Put them in your diary now.
I was careful in the way I phrased the previous paragraph not to refer to “the Adelaide Summer School” or “the Bathurst Summer School” in the same way that the previous one was not “the Brisbane International Festival”.  Sure – for convenience we all refer to them in that way, which is understandable.  But no Summer School belongs to a city.  All Summer Schools belong to RSCM Australia (the organization of a particular summer school is delegated in rotation to a state branch).  This means in effect that they belong to each of us.  We are RSCM – the National Council, the state branches and sub-branches, the churches and schools and choirs who make up the corporate membership and all people who have membership in any of the personal membership categories.
The English poet John Donne said that “no man is an island” – if any person is diminished then we are all diminished.  The passage ends with the famous quotation “ask not for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for you”.  Meaning that we are all inextricably bound together and as the funeral bell tolls for one, so we all die a little and move toward that final death.
So Summer Schools belong to all of us.  Let us all try to go ourselves.  Let us all (whether we can go ourselves or not) be encouraging of others to go.  Let’s have a “mantra” in National Council meetings, state branch meetings, newsletters, RSCM services and workshops, in church choirs and liturgy committees and amongst personal members - “See you in Adelaide in 2010”.
Ralph Morton

President RSCM Australia
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Branch news

NSW

· Meg Matthews has stepped down after 11 years as Branch Chair.  The new Chair is Rev. Michael Deasey.

· Richard Connolly, well-known Australian composer, will tell of his experiences working with James McAuley at the second of at least eight events planned for the Branch in 2009.

ACT

· Organ recitals and the regular composition competition feature in the Branch’s plans for 2009.

· Assistance with worship in a Lutheran Church is also planned.

WA

· The annual choristers camp dates have been announced: 7 to 12 July at Geraldton.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Summer School Adelaide 2010

Music to be sung at the Summer School in January 2010 has now been selected, and one of the motets we shall be singing is Anton Bruckner’s “Christus factus est”, which is discussed by David Hill in the latest (March 2009:  p. 12) issue of Church Music Quarterly.  The motet is a setting of Phillipians 2: vv 8-9, “Being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name”.  The text is often traditionally sung at the end of Tenebrae, which is to be sung on the Friday night of the Summer School.

Bruckner composed the motet for Holy Week in 1884, and this was his third setting of the text.  It was dedicated to Father Otto Loidol of the Benedictine Monastery of Kremsmünster, an old friend from Linz before Bruckner’s appointment to a professorship at the Vienna Conservatorium in 1868.  In this relatively late motet Bruckner brings his profound understanding of such stylistically different masters as Johann Sebastian Bach and Richard Wagner to an intense and passionately romantic expression of his Christian faith. 

There will be an opportunity to sing the motet a second time at the Summer School on Saturday evening, at the beginning of the Liturgy of Light.

For more information about the Summer School email us at SS10@rscmaustralia.org.au or write to me at PO Box 325, Mitcham Shopping Centre, Torrens Park, South Australia 5062.

Dr Warren Bourne

Organising Chairperson, RSCM Summer School Adelaide 2010

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Death of Abbot Placid Spearritt
Benedictine monks mourn sudden death of Australian Abbot; 15 October 2008
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The Benedictine communities of Ampleforth and New Norcia in Australia are mourning the sudden death of Abbot Placid Spearritt OSB.  Abbot Placid had recently attended the Abbots' Congress in Rome and was spending some time in England before returning to Australia.  He collapsed and died at Ampleforth Abbey on 4 October 2008.

Abbot Placid joined the Ampleforth community from Australia in 1959 and became Prior in 1978.  Five years later he was asked to go to Holy Trinity Abbey, New Norcia (Western Australia) as Prior Administrator and was elected Abbot of the Community in January 1997.

Preaching at a Requiem Mass at Ampleforth Abbey on 8 October, Abbot Cuthbert Madden of Ampleforth said: "The gift of a vocation is a very mysterious thing - it is even more mysterious when one has to travel thousands of miles to make it a reality.  I have been told that Selwyn Spearritt, who became a Catholic in his early 20s, was captivated by the sense of a monastic vocation after reading Ampleforth and its Origins.  He made his way here and asked to be admitted as a novice, being clothed after a period of probation in 1959.  I knew him very briefly", Abbot Cuthbert added, "and by the time I entered the monastery he had returned to Australia at the request of the monks of New Norcia to be their superior.  I say that he returned to Australia but the truth is that he returned to another country, not just because 23 years had passed since he left, but also because New Norcia in Western Australia is thousands of miles from his birthplace in Bundaberg, Queensland". 

Talking about the impact of Abbot Placid and his "very distinctive personality", Abbot Cuthbert said that he had received many letters and messages "which make it plain that there were many who held this plain-speaking Australian in high esteem".  He went on to say that he had spent some time with Abbot Placid at the Abbots' Congress in Rome in September: "He was quite happy and content: happy to see monastic friends for the last time - he knew it was the last time because he was determined to lay down the burden of the abbatial office after 25 years as superior.  He little imagined, I think, that it was truly the last time he would see Rome and Ampleforth, and that he would never see his brethren in New Norica in this life again".

Abbot Cuthbert concluded: "Abbot Placid has now fallen like a seed into the ground.  We do not fully understand the new life which has been promised to him and to us - but let us pray that the Lord will give Placid the new life he promised and that our Saviour will bring us, too, through the difficulties and joys of this life to eternal life with Him and our brother". 

Abbot Placid's body is to be flown to Australia on Thursday 16 October.  There will be a Vigil in the Abbey Church at New Norcia at 6.30 p.m. on Monday 20 October, with Requiem Mass next day at 10.00 a.m. at St Joseph's Church, Subiaco.  Abbot Placid's body will be buried in New Norcia Cemetery at 5.00 p.m. on Tuesday 21 October. 

This press release was issued by Ampleforth Abbey last October.  Summer Schoolers will remember Abbot Placid from the Summer School visit to New Norcia in January 2007.
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
We all love sopranos, but .....

What is the difference between a soprano & a terrorist?  You can negotiate with the terrorist.

What is the difference between a soprano & a piranha?  One of them wears lipstick.
A newspaper cutting of the times, possibly from The Anglican, reported on the first Summer School in 1956:
FORTY MUSICIANS AT R.S.C.M. SCHOOL

GERALD KNIGHT DIRECTS STUDY AT MORPETH

The first Australian summer school of the Royal School of Church Music was held at S. John’s College, Morpeth, from January 17 to 27 (1956).
The school was organised by Mr Kenneth Long, Organist of S. Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney, to mark the visit to this country of the Director of the R.S.C.M., Mr Gerald Knight.

The only previous R.S.C.M. visit to Australia was in 1934, when the founder, Sir Sydney Nicholson, came to this country.  Mr Knight who is the present Director of the R.S.C.M. was for seventeen years organist of Canterbury Cathedral and resigned to take up his present appointment

The lecturers for the course had all been at some time connected with the R.S.C.M. in London, and apart from the Director were the Reverend L Murchison of S. Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn; Mr Kenneth Long; Mr John Nicholls, Organist of S. David’s Cathedral, Hobart; and Mr John Barrett, Organist of Holy Trinity Church, Hobart.

The choristers of S. Andrew’s Cathedral who were in camp at Morpeth Grammar School also took part in the services.

About forty musicians attended from all States except Western Australia, and included a proportion of country organists.

CATHEDRAL SERVICE

Evensong was sung every night and on Wednesdays and Fridays Holy Communion was celebrated in the chapel.

The course included one Sunday when Matins was sung at S. Peter’s, East Maitland, and a Festival Evensong was held in Newcastle Cathedral with the choristers of S. Andrew’s Cathedral, Newcastle Cathedral choir and members of the summer school.

Mr Knight directed the music which consisted of speech rhythm psalm and canticles from the Parish Psalter, three anthems suitable for the parish church, “O God of Bethel” – (Tye); “Subdue us by Thy Goodness” – (Bach); and “The Day draws on with golden light” – (Bairstow); and the concluding anthem was Parry’s – “I was glad.”

The Bishop of Newcastle presided and the sermon was preached by our host, the Warden of S. John’s College, Bishop C E Storrs.  The Mayor of Newcastle was present in the large congregation.

The service was preceded by two organ recitals by Mr John Davies of Sydney and Mr John Nicholls of Hobart.  The Cathedral organist, Mr K A Noake, accompanied the service.

Subjects of the course consisted of Principles of Music and Worship, Prayer Book, History of Church Music, practical tests in choir-training and organ accompaniment, lectures on the hymns and psalms, choral technique, the use of the organ, improvisation tests and plainsong.

CONCERT

A concert given by Mr Kenneth Long and the Sydney Boys’ choir at the Maitland Town Hall was a highlight of the course because of the perfection of technique and the standard of performance.

A private concert which was given by members of the summer school at the conclusion of the course could only be described as a howling success!!!

Mr Knight led the school with his direction of choir practice, lectures and personality.  He stressed that we must be practicing Christians and that our gifts of music were for the service of the Church as the primary reason for Church Music was to glorify God.

Music was used to illuminate the words and if it obscured or distorted them it was not carrying out its proper function.

All those who had these gifts, he said, have a solemn duty to offer them to the Church, because these are gifts of the Spirit, not gifts with which we may oblige the Church or our friends.

BIG STEP

The students realised that it is only if we have a firm grasp of the principles of worship that a summer school has any value at all, and the members of the school by praying and working together are enabled to return to their parish churches and back up these principles with the knowledge they have acquired.

Mr Knight will be visiting choirs in Australia and New Zealand and Church musicians will be able to meet him and be encouraged to further the music of the Church.

The first Australian summer school was a big step in the progress of Church music in this country and an outstanding success.


If any CMA reader attended that Summer School in January 1958, we would be very interested to hear from you.  Please contact the Editor through the National President at president@rscmaustralia.org.au.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Church Music Australia is published three times each year by the National Council of RSCM Australia.  Contributions are welcomed.  Please contact the Editor through the National President: president@rscmaustralia.org.au.  The next issue will be published on the RSCM Australia website in June 2009.
CMA March 2009
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